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1) Jagannath Sankar Shet ( 1803 – 31st July, 1865) 
 

His is considered as a apostle of number of progressive movements and the doyen of socio-political 

reforms in Mahahrashtra. 

Nana was born on Feb 10, 1803 in a wealthy merchant family of Sonar (Goldsmith) His native place 

was Murbad in Thane district. His family name was ‘Murkute’ 

His mother Bhavanibai died in his early childhood and his father Shankarshet died when he was 18 

years old. Nana build a Bhavani Shankar Mandir at Mumbai in the cherished memory of his parents 

Nana earned fabulous wealth through his family business and spent much of it for the welfare of his 

countrymen. 

Elphistone could not have accomplished his objective of diffusing modern education without the 

cooperation and active assistance of Nana. 

He was actively associated with the formation of ‘The Bombay Native School Book and School 

Society’ in 1822. He advocated vernacular medium for education. 

He started a school for the children of Kolis (Fishermen) in 1854 

He might have been the first Indian to conduct on empirical educational survey to get first hand 

information about the districts of Maharashtra and submitted a report to the Board of Education in 1847 

He encouraged the Bombay Native Education Society to open schools for the girls and provided 

monetary assistance for some of them. He even made available his own building for the girls school. (13 th 

June, 1848) 

He created trust that established the Elphistone Institution and Elphistone college. 

He was the force behind formation of the ‘Students Literary & Scientific Society’ in 1848 

Nana played leading role in the establishment of the Grant Medical College in 1845 in the memory of 

Robert Grant, the Governor of Bombay. Nana also laid the foundation of Law College in 1855 

Nana himself was the great lover and patron of the Sanskrit language. His name has permanently been 

inscribed on the banners of the Bombay University as it began to award the Jagannath Shankar Shet 

Sanskrit Scholarship 

Nana’s insight to enrich art and culture is evident in his active involvement in the foundation of the 

J.J.School of Art. 

During the period from 1840 to 1856 he was a member of the Board of Education of Bombay province. 

He was appointed a fellow of the Bombay University by the govt.  

He staunchly supported the act of prohibition of Sati and created favorable public opinion in support of 

the regulation passed by Malcolm, the Governor of Bombay to abolish the practice of Sati in December 

1829. 

He organized and led a protest march of the Kolis to oppose the govt. move to shift the Sonapur Hindu 

crematorium to a distance place. It worked. It was, for the first time in the history of India that the 

constitutional method of agitation was used to get conceded the just demand of the people. 

He was the institution builder  involved in foundation of the public institutions like Bombay Royal 

Asiatic Society, the Agro-Horticultural Society, the Bombay University,  Queen Victoria Zoo etc. 

He took keen interest in development of railways in India. It was his tireless efforts that  first railway 

tract from Bombay to Thane was opened on April 16, 1853. He himself traveled by it to offset fear of 

masses. 
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Nana also promoted the Bombay Steam Navigation Company to make available food grains to the 

people at the reasonable rates 

Because of his persuasion govt. conceded the right of the Indian’s to be appointed as a Justice of the 

Peace (Nana was first to be appointed (1835)) and agreed that they were entitled to sit on the Grand Jury. 

(1836) 

Along with Dadabhai Naoroji and Dr. Bhau Daji Lad he formed the Bombay Association in 1852 to 

ventilate the grievances of the people. Nana was the president of the association right from its inception 

till his death in 1865 

He was nominated as one of the five non-official members of the Bombay Legislative Council which 

was established by the Indian Council Act of 1861. 

He should certainly be regarded as father of modern Mumbai and one of the makers of modern India. 

 

 

2) Balshastri Jambhekar (1812 – 17th May 1846) 
 

Balshastri was born in 1812 at Pombhurle, a village in the Ratnagiri District 

He was a polyglot. Besides Marathi and Sanskrit he acquired proficiency in English, Gujrati and 

Persian 

He was a noted scholar and a devoted student of Indology 

He was a gifted teacher and able guide 

In a short span of his life (34years) he established as a versatile genius and a liberal social thinker. 

The Board of Education was very much impressed by his remarkable career and appointed him as a 

Deputy Secretary to the Bombay Native Education Society, and was promoted to secretary after two 

years, a rare honor to be received by an Indian at the very young age. 

During 1832 to 1846 he worked in various capacities as a tutor of the Price of Akkalkot, as a Asst. 

Professor of Mathematics in the Elphistone College, also as the first Indian Acting professor for two years 

in the same college, as a superintendent of the govt. vernacular school, as a Director of Normal Class, an 

institution which was established to train the teachers. Dadabhai Naoroji, one of his excellent students 

described him as a “very able….and wise teacher” 

He is first to write a number of textbooks in Marathi on various subjects like geography, moral science, 

grammer, mathematics etc which became useful for the beginners. 

His Marathi works such as Neeti Katha, England Deshachi Bakhar Part I&II, Bhugol Vidya, Bal 

Vyakaran, Shunyalabdhi (on zero), Hindustancha Itihaas had showed his interest in disseminate 

knowledge among the people. He never regarded the writing of textbooks as a work below dignity and 

status. 

He started the first Marathi Journal on January 6, 1832 “Darpan” (the day is celebrated as Journalist day 

in the state) It was a bilingual weekly journal having two columns on each page, one English and the other 

Marathi (Marathi translation is done by Bhau Mahajan) Jambhekar is called the father of Marathi 

Newspapers. 

Before it was closed in 184, Darpan has accomplished its objectives and generated the spirit of social 

reform in Maharashtra. In 1840 Balshastri started the ‘Digdarshan’, a monthly journal to discuss 

educational, cultural and scientific subjects. The magazine intended to get the people acquainted with the 

modern physical sciences. It lasted for three years. 
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Sir Narayan Chandavarkar while glorifying his social and educational contribution called him a 

‘pioneer sage’, (Adya Rishi) of modern Maharashtra. 

He regarded religion as a regulative power in the social affairs. In consonant with this spirit he used to 

search some section in the shastra’s to bring about social reforms. For e.g. he found out support for widow 

remarriage. 

The Shripati Sheshadri Affair In order to prevent Shripati from getting converted to Christianity like 

his elder brother Narayan, Balshastri obtained his custody through a court action. But orthodox people 

denied to accept Shripati as he had stayed in a Christian School. Balshastri held shuddi (purification) 

ceremony and reconverted him to Hinduism much to the anger of conservatives. 

He researched old inscriptions and copper plates and wrote scholarly articles on them. They were 

published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. He was first history researcher in Bombay 

Presidency. 

 

3) Dadoba Pandurang Tarkhadka (1814 – 17th Oct, 1882) 
 

Dadoba is regarded as the first rationalist and humanist social thinker of modern Maharashtra 

Was born at Mumbai on May 9, 1814 in a Vaishya family 

Between 1836 and 1861 he worked in various capacities as a teacher, as an educational inspector and 

finally before his premature retirement in 1861 he held the position as a Deputy Collector. In that capacity 

for subduing the Bhil rebellion he was honored by the Govt. with the title “Rao Bahadur” 

Dadoba is popularly known in Maharashtra as a ‘Panini of Marathi Grammar’ as he wrote the first 

standard Marathi grammer. 

He was the president of the Upyukta Dnyanprasarak Sabha a Marathi branch of the Students Literary 

and Scientific Society. 

He was appointed to the senate of the Bombay University in 1864-65 and worked as a faculty member 

of Art and law of the University till his death in 1882. 

Manav Dharma Sabha was established at Surat on June 22, 1844 by Dadoba (became president) and 

Durgaram Manchharam (became secretary). It was the first social reform organization in Western India. 

At Surat he wrote book “Dharmavivechan” 

Dadoba was appointed as a Director of the Normal Class at Mumbai after premature death of Balshastri 

Jambhekar in 1846 

Dadoba founded the Paramhansa Sabha in 1849 at Mumbai with active cooperation from  Ram 

Balkrishna Jayakar who became president. Sabha worked secretly. Every meeting opened and closed with 

a prayer composed by Dadoba himself (Paramhansik Brahmadharm) 

Somebody stolen and published the name of the members in 1860. Sabha ceased to exist after that. 

Dadoba, the father of the sabha did not attend its meetings and if at all he came there, he used to sit in 

another room and met the president and other members after the meeting was over. 

It can be said that the Prarthana Samaj was born out of the ashes of Paramhansa Sabha 

He wrote a critique on Moropant’s ‘Kekawali’ and paved the way for modern literary criticism.  

Dadoba attacked the bulwark of the caste system and emphasized that it was not divinely ordained. 

 

4) Dr. Bhau Daji Lad (7th Sep 1824 – 31st May 1874) 
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Dr. Ramchandra Vitthal Lad is affectionately called as Bhau. Was born at Manjari (Goa) in the 

Saraswat Brahmin family. 

Dr. Bhau Daji & Dr. Atmaram Pandurang were the best products of the first batch of the Grant Medical 

college in 1851. 

Bhau has established his own identity as a noted physician (Dhanvantary) and skilled surgeon as well as 

committed  social reformer. 

He started charitable dispensary for the poor and treated them free of charge. 

He began to contribute monthly economic assistance to the girls school started in the Lohar  lane in 

Mumbai. It is named after him as Bhau Daji Girls School. 

He played a very important role in the promotion of library movement. 

He continued the legacy of reseach on Indology left by Balshastri Jambhekar. It became his mission in 

life to search the inscriptions, manuscripts, copper plates and artifacts. For this he traveled throughout 

India. 

Bhau closely assisted Nana in formation of the Bombay Association in 1852 and became its first 

secretary. He has to resign from association because of his radical political views. 

After this Dadabhai Naoroji nominated Bhau as the president of the Bombay branch of ‘East India 

Association’ in 1869 

Bhau’s radical political views came to the test when the govt. had introduced the License Bill in 1859 to 

levy tax on trade and professions. He conducted public meetings to condemn the Bill as it would have 

badly affected the trade and professions in India. 

He was a member of the Board of Education and later fellow of Bombay University. 

Led a movement against intoxicating drugs. 

5) Gopal Hari Deshmukh (18th Feb 1823 – 9th Oct 1892) 
 
G.H.Deshmukh was born in a petty Jagirdar’s family at Pune. His family name was Sidhya. The name 

Deshmukh came from his watan 

He started his carrier as a translator in the office of the Agent to the chiefs and sardars in 1844. Rose 

higher and higher and finally retired as session judge in 1879 

In recognition of his scholarship he was designated a fellow of the Bombay University (1874). He was 

invited to the Delhi Darbar in 1877 and the govt. awarded him the honour of ‘Raobahadur’. Between 

1880-82 he worked as a member of the Bombay Legislative Council. In 1881 govt. honoured him as ‘First 

Class Sardar of the Deccan’. Thus Gopalrao was born in the family of Peshwa’s Sardar and died in 1892 

as a sardar of British Govt. 

In 1848 he began to write his celebrated Shatpatre in the ‘Prabhakar’, a Marathi weekly started by Bhau 

Mahajan in 1841. Between 1848 and 1850, he actually wrote 108 letters under the pen-name ‘Lokhitwadi’ 

The letter reveal that Lokhitwadi had covered almost all the issues relating to social reforms. He began 

to write these letters when he was barely twenty five. 

He dealt with the woman’s problem in not less than 13 letters out of which 9 letters dealt with the 

problem of widow marriage. His unpublished and studious work in English, - “The Child Marriage in 

India” would indicate his serious concern for the liberation of woman 

In one of his letters he had judiciously analysed eightfold causes, which he called Hindunashashtak 

(eight causes of Hindu degeneration). They were ignorance, ban on voyage, haughtiness and foolishness 

of Brahman’s, misguiding notions about temporal life, fatalism, blinded traditionalism etc. 

He demanded parliament for India 
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He is regarded as a great political prophet. He predicted that once the people became wise and imbibed 

the modern political values they would prepare themselves to declare their independence and would tell 

the British to quit. 

He promoted Dnyanprakash, a Marathi journal at Pune on Feb 12, 1849. The paper itself mentioned in 

its obituary to Lokhitwadi in 1892 that “Gopal Hari Deshmukh was the father of the Dnyanprakash. 

He established public liabrary at Wai 

He established Vakrittva Sabha at Ahmadabad and started lecture series. He acquired proficiency in 

Gujrati and wrote two books in Gujrati namely Nigamprakash and Agamprakash 

He started and edited a magazine called ‘Lokhitwadi’ in 1882 for diffusing useful knowledge among 

people. 

His last book “The History of Udepur” was published in 1892 

He was one of the first social reformers of Maharashtra to ponder over the causes of poverty of people. 

His book, Hindusthanas Daridrya Yenyachi Karne’(the causes of poverty in India) was mostly based on 

Dadabhai Naoroji’s book ‘Poverty and Unbritish Rule in India’. 

His book on Gramrachana revealed that how he was genuinely concern for the poverty stricken people 

in the rural area. 

His books on histories of Prithwiraj, Chauhan, Panipat, Rajasthan, Udepur, Ceylon, Gujrat and 

Saurashtra indicate his keen interest in history. 

He wrote about 36 books on various subjects. Some of them are Laxmijnan, Kaliyug, Jatibhed etc. 

 

6) Mahatma Jotiba Phule (1827 – 1890)  
 
Jotiba Phule was born on 1827 in a Mali family at Pune. Originally Jotiba’s forefathers came from 

Katgun, a village in Satara district. The Kulnam (family name) of the family was Gorhay. 

Jotiba was forced to left school and join family business. Bus his keen interest in education and his 

ardent zeal for knowledge encouraged him to read more books. Their neighbours Gaffhar Beig Munshi, a 

teacher of Urdu and Persian and Rev. Legyet, a Christian missionary, were very much impressed by 

Jotiba’s love of knowledge and advised Govindrao to continue Jotiba’s further education. 

Jotiba got admission in the Scottish mission High-School (1841) He is returning to school after a gap of 

three years. 

During his school days he formed friendship with Sadashiv Govande, a Brahmin, who later became a 

fellow worker in all his socio-educational activities. 

Jotiba read the biographies of Shivaji and George Washington. Their heroism, and patriotism instilled 

in them the spirit of nationalism. Thomas Paine’s ‘Rights of Man’ also made deep impact on the life of 

Jotiba.  

He started taking lesson’s in Dand Patta (fencing) and shooting from Lahuji Mang. 

Turning Point: In 1848, while Jotiba participated in the wedding procession of his Brahmin friend, 

orthodox Brahmin’s took objection to his presence because he belonged to the Mali, a shudra caste. This 

incident made him restless and kindled Jyot (flame) of anger in his mind. Thus, the first ‘Mahatma’ of 

modern times was born. 

Jotiba determined to open the flood gates of modern knowledge for the depressed classes and woman 

and became the first Indian to start schools for girls and untouchables in Pune (1848), the then citadel of 

orthodoxy. He is called Indian Martin Luther. Savarkar called him father of our social revolution. 



  
Social Reformers in Maharashtra__________________________________________________MPSC 

6 Telegram channel:@lokayanias /9004804366/4409 

 

 

He educated his wife, Savitribai who worked as a teacher and actively assisted her husband in his 

mission. 

Jotiba started three other girls schools, first on July 3, 1851 in Annasaheb Chipalunkar’s wada, second 

on September 17,1851 at Rastapeth and third on March 15, 1852 at Vetalpeth in Pune. 

In recognition of his commendable and patriotic exertions, the Govt. felicited and honored Jotiba with a 

pair of shawls at a public meeting held in Vishrambagwada on Nov 16, 1852. Major Candy, the Govt. 

representative presided over the function. 

A second Annual examination of his girls schools was held in the Quandrangle of the Poona College on 

Feb 12,1853 in the presence of 3000 people. 

Jotirao established the society for promoting the education of Mahar’s and Mang’s in 1852. Sadashiv 

Govande was the president and Valvekar became secretary of the society. 

Jotiba exposed cunningness of Brahmin’s in his drama, Tritiya Ratna, his first literary work (1855). 

According to him after water & food the third most important thing in life is knowledge. 

The enraged Brahmin reactionaries planned to end his life and hired two men named Rode and 

Dhondiram Kumbhar. Jotiba’s moral courage and lofty thoughts transformed the murderers into followers 

of his ideology and afterwards Dhondiram became a pillar of the Satyashodhak movement, who wrote 

some books (Vedachar) and preached its message.  

In 1855 for some time Jotiba ran adult school at home. 

Jotirao encouraged the marriage of Shenvi widow in 1860. 

Jotirao established an orphanage in 1863. He boldly advertised this institution and handbills were 

pasted on the walls in Pune. (Balhatya Pratibhandhak Gruha) 

Jotirao himself adopted the illegitimate son of a Brahmin widow Kashibai. He was named Yeshwant 

who later became doctor.  

Jotiba published a second edition of Tukaram Tatya Padval’s book ‘Jatibhed Viveksar’ in 1865, with 

his name as a publisher of the book.  

In the same year Jotiba organized the barbars strike at Talegaon Dhamdhere. 

In 1868, he threw open the cistern at his residence, to the untouchables. 

Jotiba wrote Pavada on Shivaji in 1869. He called Shivaji ‘Kulvadibhushan’ (farmer) in it. Jotirao 

visited Raigad and rebuild the Samadhi of Shivaji and made permanent provision for its maintainace. 

In the same year he wrote pavada on Brahmin Pantoji (teacher) 

Jotiba adopted a profession of contactor for the govt. to supply building material required for the 

Khadakwasala dam. 

Jotiba composed in poetry form Brahmanache Kasab (1869) Here Jotiba tried to analyze the Puranic 

myths and legends with a renewed perspective. Jotiba affectionately dedicated this book to the Kunbi, 

Mali, Mang and Mahar, the toiling masses of Maharashtra.  

Jotiba viewed that Shudra’s and Ati-shudras belonged to one race. They were the descendents of 

Kshatrias of the Ancient India and Bali was their king. (It was perfected by Ambedkar in ‘Who were the 

Shudra’s?’) 

Gulamgiri (1873) should be regarded as the most important thought provoking and influential work of 

Jotiba. The book was dedicated ‘To the good people of the US as a token of admiration for their sublime 

disinterested self-sacrificing devotion’ in the cause of Negro Slavery’. It opens with a quotation from 

Homer, “The day that reduced a man to slavery takes from him the half of his virtue.” It is Jotirao’s first 

major prose book. It was made available to Shudra’s and Ati-Shudra’s at discounted rate. 

He firmly belived that ‘Social slavery is worse than the political one’ 
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Jotiba was determined to strengthen the unity of shudras and Ati-shudra’s for fighting against 

Brahminical domination. The formation of the Satyashodhak Samaj on Sep 24, 1873 was a natural 

corollary to realize this objective. It was first Maharashtra wide mass base movement. Jotirao was its first 

President and Treasurer and Narayanrao Kadalak as its secretary. 

Jotirao handedover presidentship of samaj to young blood Dr. Vishram Ramaji Ghole. 

The Satyashodhak Samaj emphasized that all men are children of one god and everybody is free to 

worship him without a ‘middleman’ 

The first wedding of Sitaram Alhat and Radhabai Nimbankar was performed on Dec 25, 1873 in Pune 

without a Brahmin priest.  

Second such wedding took place on May 7, 1874 between Gyanoba Sasane and Kashibai Shinde.  

Jotirao was deeply moved by the sufferings and hardships of the famine sticken masses and the 

helplessness of their children. He established Victoria Orphanage to look after these children (1877) 

Jotirao’s follower and colleague Krishrarao Bhalekar started ‘Din Bandhu’, a weekly journal in 1877 in 

Pune. In 1880, Din Bandhu was shifted to Mumbai and began to publish from there under the editorship 

of Narayanrao Lokhande, a devoted leader of working class. He can be regarded as a father of an orgnised 

labour movement in India. Lokhande formed the Bombay Millhands Association in 1880 

Jotirao and Narayan Lokhande had organized public function at Mumbai and Pune to felicitate Tilak 

and Agarkar and had taken out a grand procession after their release from the jail of Dongri on Oct 26, 

1882. 

Jotirao’s serious concern for the Indian peasants has been expressed in his book Shetkaryancha 

Asud.(1883) The introduction to the book opens with one of his celebrated Akhanda’s (Poem). He 

described in it the basic causes of economic and social slavery of the shudra’s, and stated that they have 

originated from Avidya (want of education) 

In the same year he also published a booklet Asprushyachi Kaifiyat. 

Jotirao worked as a member of the Poona Municipality from 1876 to 1882. As a member he fearlessly 

opposed the move to spend Rs. 1000 over decoration of the city to celebrate the visit of the Governor-

General, Lord Litton. Instead, he suggested, the money should be spend on the education of the poor.   

Vishnushastri Chiplunkar described Jotirao in a derogatory term as ‘Shudra Religious Teacher & 

Shudra Founder of Religion’. He alleged that Jotirao barks on Brahmins. 

When M.G. Ranade invited Jotirao to attend the second annual conference of Marathi writers held on 

May 24, 1885 in Pune he refused to participate in the conference 

In his booklet called Ishara (Warning), published in Oct, 1885, Jotirao severely criticized Ranade for 

his statement that the “existence of the caste system had not hampered the progress” and “that the 

conditions of the peasants was much better than those of thirty years ago” 

Jotiba’s friend Hari Raoji Chiplunkar, arranged a function in honor of the Duke and Duchess of 

Cannaught in March 1888. Jotirao attended the function in the attire of a common Indian peasant and 

made a fearless and frank speech. 

Jotiba was not atheist. He believed in God as Nirmik (creator) He did not reject the idea of Dharma. His 

last book which is public (1891) after his death ‘Sarvajanik Satya Dharma Pustak’ is the best embodiment 

of his concept of religion and his philosophy of life. This book is manifesto of universal brotherhood. It 

mention’s 33 priciples of truth. 

In recognition of his noble service, Jotirao’s followers paid him homage when he entered in his 61st 

year at Mandavi Koliwada in Mumbai (1888) and title of ‘Mahatma’ was conferred upon him at the hands 

of Raosaheb Waderkar. Sayajirao called him Booker T. Washigton of Maharashtra. 
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Jotirao submitted a memorandum to the Hunter Commission in which he criticized the govt. for 

spending large amount on higher education by virtually neglecting education of the masses.  

Jotirao published two issues of his own magazine Satsar (the essence of Truth) in 1885. 

He openly supported the Tarabai Shinde’s book ‘Stri Purush Tulana’ (Compare of woman & men)  

In July 1888 Jotirao suffered a severe stroke of paralysis on right side. Still he wrote Satya Dharma 

Pustak in 1889 by left hand.  

He died on Nov 28, 1890 at Pune.  

 
7) Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade (1842-1901) 
 

Born on Jan 18, 1842 in the Chitpawan Brahmin family at Niphad in Nasik district. 

In 1856 he passed the matriculation examination from Elphistone school and joined Elphiston College. 

He was one of the first four graduates of Bombay University in 1862. He is called crown of Graduates 

since he stood first. 

In 1864 he again stood first in M.A. In 1866, be became the first L.L.B. of Bombay University. 

In 1862 Ranade accepted an invitation to edit the English colums of Induprakash, a bilingual journal 

started in the same year by Lokhitwadi. 

After serving as Professor of English and History at Elphistone College in 1871, he joined the judicial 

services as a First Class judge in the small cause court in Pune. He reached at pinnacle as was appointed 

as Judge of Bombay High Court in Nov. 1893. 

Ranade played a unique role as a philosopher and guide of various movements and institutions of his 

time. He was involved in many important institutions such as  

     Society for promotion of widow marriage. 

     Prarthana Samaj 

     Sarvajanik Sabha 

     Orphanage at Pandharpur 

     Marathi Granthottejak Sabha 

     Industrial Association of Western India 

     Industrial Conference 

Ranade’s passion for all sided reforms was the dream behind building India as a progressive modern 

nation. He emphasized that social, political, religious and economic aspects of life of a man are 

interrelated with each other. Reforms has to be carried out in all these aspects simultaneously for the 

regeneration of national life. 

Ranade can be fitted more as a statesman rather than a politician.  

 
8) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar (1856-1895) 
 

Agarkar was born on July 14, 1856 in a small village called Tembhu in Satara district. 

Agarkar and Tilak spent sleepless nights in discussing their plans with Vishnushastri Chipplunkar. 

Finally the triumvirate decided to establish a private school. The trio and their friends founded New 

English School in January 1880. Agarkar joined it as a teacher in 1881 after getting M.A. degree. 

They started two weeklies in January 1881, namely ‘Maharatta’ in English and Kesari in Marathi. Tilak 

became the editor of Maharratta and Agarkar accepted the responsibility of editing Kesari. 
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Early in 1882, both Agarkar and Tilak were involved in the case known as ‘Kolhapur Episode’. 

Agarkar later wrote a book entitled ‘One hundred One Days in the Prison of Dongari’ in which he gives 

graphic account of his jail life. 

On October 24, 1884, the Deccan Education Society was formed for the promotion of education. 

Fergussion College was established in January 1885 under the auspices of the Society. 

Agarkar resigned the editorship of Kesari in October 1857 and decided to start a new independent 

journal. 

The first issue of Sudharak was published on October 15, 1888. Agarkar edited the Marathi section 

while Gokhale accepted the responsibility of editing the English section of the journal. 

Johan Stuart Mill’s Liberty and Subjection of Woman, and Sociology of Herbert Spencer made deep 

impact on his mind. 

He judged Hindu religion and social customs in the light of rationality and reason.  He was neither 

theist nor atheist. He was agnostic. He was ‘a Saint of rationalism’. 

When his mother died in 1890 he did not shave his head and moustaches. He also took an oath from his 

wife, Yashodabai that she would not shave her head after his death. 

He supported the Age of Consent Bill and justified it to curb the evil practice of child marriage. 

In an obituary on Agarkar, Tilak himself admitted that, “Agarkar was a fervent Swaarajist”. 

Agarkar  vowed to speck and write in support of his views as long as the power of his pen lasted and till 

the time he got atleast one reader for his thoughts. He did whatever was right and that which was possible. 

He followed this principle till death. 

Agarkar died at very young age of thirty-nine on July 17, 1895 as a principle of Fergussion College. 

 
9) Maharshi Dhondo Keshav Karve (1858 – 1962) 
 

Karve was born on April 18, 1858 at Shervali, in the house of his maternal grandfather. The Karves 

were from Murud, a village in the Ratnagiri district.  

Karve passed B.A. in 1884 with mathematics as his special subject from Elphistone College.  

The germs of passion for social work are to be found in Karve’s decision not to take a permanent job 

under the government. 

The year 1891 marked a turning point in Karve’s life and career. In that year he received an unexpected 

invitation from his old friend G.K.Gokhale, to teach mathematics at Fergusson College. It became 

necessary for the college to appoint a teacher of mathematics after Tilak resigned from the Deccan 

Education Society. Subsequently he became a life member of the Deccan Education Society. He served 

the college for twenty-three years from 1891 to 1914. 

Karve married Godubai, a widow, who was the younger sister of his close friend, N.B.Joshi. Godubai 

was the first student of Sharda Sadan. The wedding of Karve and Godubai was celebrated at the house of 

Annasaheb Bhandarkar at Pune. G.G.Agarkar and some of Karve’s friends attended the ceremony. The 

family members of Karve and Godubai were not present. (1893)  

The marriage created quite a stir in Pune and Murud. Godubai whom her husband renamed as 

Anandibai firmly stood by her husband. 

Foundation of Widow Marriage Association was laid in December 1893. R.G.Bhandarkar was selected 

as its President and Karve became its secretary. The Association started celebrating the Widow 

Remarriage Day on the 25th July every year to mark the anniversary of the Widow Remarriage Act of 

1856. 
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Association was renamed as Association for the Removal of Restrictions of the Marriage of Widows. 

Karve discussed with his friends a plan of establishing an institution for providing education to the 

widows. A meeting was convened on June 14, 1896 at which it was decided to establish the Widow’s 

Home or Anath Balikaashram; R.G.Bhandarkar was elected its President.  

His drive for collecting the funds was continued for nearly three years. The Widow’s Home was started 

in January 1899 in the rental house in Pune. After a few months it was shifted to Hingne. 

Karve was cautious enough to separate the activities of the Balikashram from the Association for the 

widow-remarriage. 

’Mahila Vidyalaya’ was established on March 4, 1907 for the education of unmarried girls.  

Karve prepared a scheme called ‘Brahmacharya Fund’ to help the education of those girls who were 

prepared to remain unmarried until they reached the age of twenty.  Such girl students were to be called 

the ‘Brahmacharya Scholars’. It was a novel scheme to promote female education.  

Karve founded an organization called ‘Nishkam Karma Math’ in November 1908. Its actual work 

however, started nearly two years after its foundation. Its principal objective was to create a team of 

disinterested social workers for the noble cause. 

Karve presided over the annual session of the Social Conference held in Mumbai in December 1915. 

Karve’s idea of giving education in mother-tongue was criticized by many while Gandhiji and 

Rabindranath Tagore praised this idea. 

Karve’s autobiography in English is ‘Looking Back’ 

Karve conceived the idea of women’s university in June 1916. R.G.Bhandarkar became Chancellor 

while R.P.Paranjape become the first Vice-Chancellor. Karve was appointed as the Register and the first 

Principal of the College. 

Sir Vitthaldas Thackersey offered a donation of rupees fifteen lakhs on certain conditions including the 

remaining of the university after his mother’s name. It was accepted and the university was named as 

‘Shreemati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey  Indian Women’s University’ (S.N.D.T.). Later Karve 

undertook a journey of Europe, America and Japan in 1929 mainly to collect funds. 

In 1936 he established the ‘Maharashtra Village Primary Education Society’. The object of Society was 

to start schools in those villages where there were no schools. Within a period of ten years the society was 

able to run about forty schools in the various villages. 

In 1944 Karve established ‘Samata Sangh’ to promote equality in the society. He started a monthly 

bulletin called ‘Manavi Samata’ (Human Equality) to spread the gospel of equality. The Samata Sangh 

was merged with the newly established organization called the Caste Abolition Society. 

The people of India paid homage to him by celebrating his Birth Centenary in 1958. In the same year 

the nation expressed its deep sense of gratitude for his service by conferring the highest award 

‘Bharatratnna’. 

 Karve is regarded as a great emancipator of Indian womanhood. It is significant that his social 

activities for nearly seventy-five years acted as a bridge between the two generations of social reformers 

of Maharashtra. His death on November 9, 1962 marked the end of an era. 
 
10) Maharshi Vitthal Ramji Shinde (1873 -1944) 
 

Born on April 23, 1873 at Jamkhandi, a small princely State, now part of the Karnataka.  

Shinde joined Manchester College in Oxford. Here he studied comparative religion for two years from 

1901 to 1903. 
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On his way back to India, he participated in the ‘International Liberal Religious Conference’, held at 

Amsterdam in September 1903 and presented a paper on ‘Liberal Religious Movement in India’.  

Shinde was appointed as a Pracharak (missionary) of the Prarthana Samaj after he returned from 

England. He started the ‘Young Theist Association’ so as to encourage youth to act and practice the 

principles of the Samaj in private and public life. 

A meeting which he addressed at Bhingar, near Ahmadnagar in 1905, inspired him to devote his life for 

the upliftment of untouchables. As a result the ‘Depressed Classes Mission Society of India was 

established on October 18, 1906 at Mumbai. Sir Chandavarkar became its first President and Shinde acted 

as its General Secretary. 

Depressed Classes Mission was perhaps the first institution in India devoted for the cause of 

untouchables. Shinde brought the issue of untouchability on the national platform and succeeded in 

persuading the Indian National Congress in 1917 to pass resolution condemning untouchablity.  

The Mission started schools, boardings, night schools, and Sunday schools for the spread of education 

among the depressed. It also published a monthly journal entitled ‘Purity Servant’. His sister Janakka and 

his mother and father were actively involved in assisting him in his work.  

The Mission opened ‘Seva Sadan’ to shelter the destitute woman and children. It also organized a 

campaign against the evil practice of dedicating girls (Muralis) to the temples.  

Shinde was on the one hand was trying to win over the support of the untouchables to make united 

efforts for demanding Swaraj without making compromise with their political interests. He founded the 

‘All India Untouchability League’, in 1917. 

Shinde established the ‘Rashtriya Maratha Sangh’ and organized its mammoth meeting including other 

Non-Brahmin castes in November 1917 in Pune in support of the Lucknow Pact. 

Shinde organized an All India conference on abolition of untouchability in Mumbai in March 1918. It 

was presided over by Sayajirao Maharaj. 

He undertook the work of preparing the Theistic Directory. It was published in 1912. 

Shinde resigned from the mission in 1923. He was given a warm farewell by the students, staff and 

members of the Mission and paid homage for his selfless service by conferring  on him the title 

‘Karmaveer’. 

He accepted the responsibility of the missionary of the Brahmo Samaj in 1924. He was sent to 

Mangalore as its organizer. He also participated in the Vykom Satyagraha in Kerala, on the issue of entry 

for untouchables into the temple. 

He founded the Kautumbika Upasana Mandal (Family Prayer Association) in June 1926. The 

membership of the Mandal was open to any family irrespective of its caste or religion. It was a novel 

programme to create a sense of unity, equality and brotherhood. With the same propose he established the 

Brahmo Samaj at Wai. 

Once Shinde said that, ‘I am Buddhist’. His interest in Buddhism inspired him to visit Myanmar 

(Burma) in 1927 for its study as well as to know the condition of untouchables in that country. 

He became admirer of Gandhiji and participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930. Shinde 

was arrested and was sentenced to six months imprisonment.  

In the midst of his social work Shinde found time to conduct research on topics like Problem of 

Untouchablity in India, Origin of Marathas and comparative studies of Kannada and Marathi as well as of 

Konkani and Marathi. He wrote a number of research articles relating to history, culture, religion and 

sociology. 

Shinde was the first to use the word Bahishkrut Bharat. 
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His book is Majhya Athavani Ani Anubhav (Memoirs). 

 
11) Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu  Maharaj (1874 – 1922) 
 

Shahu Maharaj was born on July 26, 1874. His original name was Yashwantrao. His father, Jaisingrao 

Abasaheb Ghatge was a Jagirdar of Kagal. 

After the death of Shivaji, his widow Anandibai, adopted Yashwantrao the son of the regent, Jaisingrao 

Ghatge in March 1884. From 1884 to 1894 as Shahu was a minor ruler,  the State was administered by the 

Regent.  

Shahu was at Rajkot till 1889 for his education and training. 

From 1889 to 1893 his training and education held under the guidance of his great Guru (teacher) Stuart 

Fraser. 

Shahu Maharaj assumed full powers on April 2, 1894. 

The Vedokta controversy served as a turning point in the career of Shahu Maharaj in particular and 

social history of Maharashtra in general. As per his usual practice, Shahu Maharaj went to the river 

Panchganga, near Kholhapur to take a sacred bath in the month of Kartik (usually October) in 1900. He 

was accompanied by Rajaramshastri Bhagwat, a great scholar. Bhagwat noticed that the priest, who 

attended to perform rites, recited Puranic Mantras instead of Vedic hymns for blessing the Maharaja. 

Between 1900 and 1905 Shahu had passed through a great ordeal of the Vedokta affair. In this trial of 

strength he succeeded in establishing his right, to observe the Vedokta forms of rites. This personal 

dispute became a social issue which led to the conflict between non-Brahmins led by Shahu on the one 

side and entire orthodox Brahmins of the Deccan supported by Tilak on the other. 

Educational Reforms 

Shahu Maharaj launched his project of establishment boarding houses to promote education. ‘The 

Victoria Maratha Boarding House’ was founded in April 1901. Although the name of the Boarding was 

Maratha, it admitted the students from other castes and communities.   

In 1908, a Miss Clarke Hostel for untouchables was established. 

Kolhapur was the second  native State, Baroda, being the first to make primary education free and 

compulsory. The Maharaja levied the education cess from the people too meet the increasing expenditure 

on education.  

In 1919 separate schools for the untouchables were closed and a rule was made to admit them along 

with the pupils belonging to the upper castes. 

Mrs. Rakhmabai Kelokar was appointed as Superintendent of Female Education. Free studentship was 

given to all the girls in Rajaram College, and special prizes were awarded to the successful lady students 

in all the college classes.  

He started King Edward Agriculture Institute at Kolhapur for providing the knowledge of the improved 

methods of cultivation of the rural students. He encouraged the rural students to take technical education 

at ‘Jaisingrao Ghatge Technical Institute’ by providing them financial assistance. 

It is worth mentioning that Shahu started special Patil Schools to train  the sons of the Patils in the 

revenue affairs and about the duties of village officers.  

Social Reforms 

In July 1902 Shahu Maharaj issued an order from England to reserve 50 per cent of the posts in the 

administration for the backward classes. 
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Under his direction Bhaskarrao Jadhav established the Satyashodhak Samaj at Kolhapur in 1911. 

Although Shahu Maharaj never became a member of this organization he revived its spirit and gave 

impetus to its movement. He encouraged Vitthal Done to establish the Satyashodhak Schools in 

Kolhapur. 

He employed a number of untouchables in the palace as coach-men and motor drivers. He helped one 

untouchable named, Gangaram Kamble, to start a hotel in Kolhapur and Shahu Maharaj himself often 

visited the hotel for taking tea. 

In June 1918 Shahu Maharaj issued an order abolishing the Mahar Watan. Shahu freed them from the 

age-old slavery and their Inam lands were converted into Rayatwa (assessed lands). 

In the same year in August he abolished the system of Hajeri (daily roll-call) of all men who were 

condemned as criminal castes. 

Magaoon Conference of the untouchables held in March 1920, presided over by Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar. 

Shahu Maharaj helped Dr. Ambedkar to start the journal called ‘Mook Nayak’  

Depressed class conference held in May, 1920 at Nagpur was presided over by Shahu Maharaj. 

The decision of Shahu Maharaj to abolish Kulkarni (the hereditary Brahmin village accountant) Watan 

and introduction of the Talathi system was a natural corollary of his progressive thinking. 

Shahu Maharaj took another decisive step by establishing ‘Shivaji Kshatriya Vedic School’ in July 

1920 to train the non-Brahmin students to officiate as priests.  

Sadashiv Laxman Patil was appointed as a Kshatriya Maratha Jagadguru (Kshatra Jaagadguru) of the 

Patgaon Math (a hermitage) in October 1920. 

Economic Reforms 

Shahu Maharaj gave serious thought to construct a major dam near Dajipur on the river Bhogavati. He 

considered it as his “life’s-work”. The actual work of the dam was started early in 1907 and it was named 

Maharani Laxmibai Tank. Shahu founded a new town called Radhanagri at Dajipur near the tank. 

In 1913, the Kolhapur Urban Co-operative Society Ltd. was registered. 

The Shahu Chhatrapati Spinning and Weaving Mill was founded in Sep 1906. Shahu provided land and 

water tank free of cost to the Mill.  

Shahupuri Trading Centre near Kolhapur railway station was one of the ideal centres developed in the 

State. It became a great exporting centre of jaggery, oil seeds, cloth,, cotton yarn,, steel and minerals.  

 

He thought that communal representation was necessary at least for ten years.  

Shahu Maharaj was indeed a man of masses. Despite his royal status he devoted himself for the 

upliftment of the masses. With the exception of Sayajirao Gaikwad of Baroda, Shahu was the only native 

ruler whose mission in life was to fight for human dignity, equal opportunities and human rights. As such 

he was a rebel par excellence. 

In recognition of his love of humanity and work for the cause of social equality the ‘Kurmi Kshastrya 

Conference’ held at Kanpur in April 1919 paid a glowing tribute to him by conferring upon him the title 

of ‘Rajarshi’. This noble hearted man who has been rightly described as a Prince among men and a man 

among the Princes passes away on May 6, 1922 at Mumbai. 

 

 
12) Karmaveer  Bhaurao Paigounda Patil (1887-1959) 
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Sadashiv Patil was born on September 22, 1887 at Kumbhoj, in Kolhapur district. He came from Jain 

family. 

In 1902 his father sent Bhaurao to the Rajaram High-School at Kolhapur. He sought admission to Jain 

Hostel in Kolhapur. Bhaurao defied the rules of the hostel and Superintendent A.B.Latthe took 

disciplinary action against him and expelled him from the hostel.  

Bhaurao started staying at Palace and was impressed by the personality of Shahu Maharaj. Using his 

contacts in the palace, Bhaurao helped his friend Dnyandeo Gholap, a Scheduled caste boy to secure 

admission in the newly opened Miss Clarke Hostel. Gholap, in the later years acted as the editor of ‘Mook 

Nayak’, started by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar.  

Bhaurao’s first step was to found a study-centre, called Dudhgaon Vidyarthi Ashram, to make some 

arrangement for the night study for school boys at Dudhgaon. (1910)  

While working as a marking agent of the Kirloskar, Bhaurao began  to take interest in the activities of 

the Satyashodhak Samaj. 

 He put forth his views before the Satara District Conference of the Satyashodhak Samaj, held in 1919 

at Kale. It was presided over by Keshavrao Bagade of Pune. Bhaurao’s suggestion to establish an 

education society for the rural masses was accepted and the Rayat Shikshan Sanstha was founded at Kale 

in 1919. 

 In 1924 Bhaurao started a boarding at his residence in Satara on behalf of the Rayat Shikshan Sanstha. 

It was later renamed as Chhatrapati Shahu Boarding House at the auspicious hands of Mahatma Gandhi 

when he visited Satara in 1927. Gandhiji was pleased with the work of Bhaurao and donated five hundred 

rupees annually for three years from the ‘Harijan Sevak Fund’. 

Bhaurao made Satara as a base of his educational activities. Consequently it became headquarter of the 

Rayat Shikshan Sanstha and continued to be so till today. 

The Rayat Shikshan Sanstha was registered formally in 1935, according to the advice of Hamid Ali, the 

collector of Satara, who was a great admirer of Bahaurao. Hamid Ali agreed to be the first President of the 

Sanstha. 

Bhaurao started the Silver Jubilee Rural Training College for Primary School Teachers in June 1935.  

He founded ‘Jijamata Adhyapika Vidyalaya’ in 1942 to train women teachers for promoting women’s 

education. 

In 1940 the first Secondary School, called the Maharaja Sayajirao Vidyalaya was started in Satara. 

The first college called Chhatrapati Shivaji College was started in 1947 at Satara. 

Bhaurao Patil can be regarded as a father of rural education system in Maharashtra. Fondly called as 

‘Modern Bhagirath’ 

He formulated a novel scheme of private voluntary primary schools based on self-help and the active 

co-operation of the villagers.  

He introduced ‘Earn and Learn’ scheme in the schools and colleges which he established. He realized 

that no meaningful social change was possible without the spread of education in the countryside.  

It was Bhaurao’s ingenious act to choose a tree as the symbol (Logo) of his Sanstha. A banyan tree 

symbolizes vast growth, shade and longevity besides the stilt roots of the tree has a special capacity to 

support a new tree as and when it reaches the ground elsewhere or even a branch of it grows by itself once 

it planted. 

A few days before his death on May 9, 1959, the University of Pune paid a great homage to him by 

conferring upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Literature. 
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13) Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (1891-1956) 
 

Bhimrao was born on April 14, 1891 at Mhow in Central India, in a family of Mahar caste. The 

Ambedkar came from Ambavade, a village in the Ratnagiri district in Konkan. 

Bhimrao was the youngest, the fourteenth child of his parents, who in later life humorously described 

himself ‘Chaudave Ratna’ which signifies a whip for reforming the unruly people. 

A Brahmin teacher, named Ambedkar, changed Bhimrao’s surname from Ambavadekar to his won 

surname Ambedkar in the school records. The original surname of Bhimrao’s family was Sakpal.  

The teachers in the school did now allow Bhimrao to offer Sanskrit as the second language. Later he 

studied it independently with the help of some Sanskrit scholars. 

In 1907 he passed the matriculation examination. The event was celebrated under the presidentship of 

S.K.Bole, a noted social reformer from Mumbai. 

Bhimrao joined Elphistone College after his matriculation. Scholarship from Maharaja Sayajirao of 

Baroda enabled him to pursue his studies and obtain his B.A. degree in 1912. 

He joined Columbia University (U.S.A.) in 1913. Ambedkar obtained his M.A. degree in 1915 by 

submitting a thesis on ‘Administration and Finance of the East India Company’. He also presented a paper 

on ‘Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development’, at the Anthropology Seminar in May 

1916. 

While studying for M.A. Ambedkar was working on another thesis entitled, “National Dividend of 

India : A Historic and Analytical Study”. The University of Columbia accepted this thesis in June 1916 

and awarded him the degree of Ph.D. It was later published under the title “The Evolution of Provincial 

Finance in British India”. Dr. Ambedkar dedicated this book to the Maharaja Sayajirao of Baroda as a 

token of his gratitude for his financial help to pursue his studies.  

On his return to India, Dr. Ambedkar joined the Baroda State Service. He was appointed Military 

Secretary to the Maharaja. Ambedkar realized that his scholarship and degrees were not eligibility 

certificates for getting equal status in the caste-ridden society. He was utterly disgusted with the insulting 

environment. He left Baroda for Mumbai in November 1917. 

Ambedkar was appointed as a Professor of Political economy in Sydenham College in November 1918. 

He served the college till March 1920. 

The first issue of ‘Mook Nayak’ appeared on January 31, 1920. It was dedicated to the cause of 

untouchables.  

Ambedkar again left for London in July 1920, to complete his studies. Within a year after his rejoining 

the London School, he completed his thesis on ‘Provincial Decentralization of Imperial Finance in British 

India’ for which he was awarded the degree of Master of Science in June 1921. He started his studies at 

Greys Inn to qualify himself as a Barrister. In October 1922 he completed his thesis, ‘The Problem of the 

Rupee’ for the degree of Doctor of Science. Before he returned to India in April 1923, Ambedkar spent 

some months at Bonn University in Germany for the study of Sanskrit. 

In July 1924, Dr. Ambedkar established the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha (Association for the Welfare 

of Outcastes) at Mumbai. His slogan was “Remind the slave about slavery and he will revolt”. 

In year 1927 is memorable in the public career of Dr. Ambedkar. In that year three important events, 

viz. the Mahad Conference, starting of Marathi fortnightly Bahishkrit Bharat, and burning of Manusmriti, 

brought about a marked change in the nature of the Ambedkar movement. His nomination to the Bombay 

Legislature by the Governor in 1927 added respect and status to his leadership. 
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The Mahad Conference was held on 19 and 20 March, 1927, to assert the right of untouchables to drink 

water from the public tank, locally named as ‘Chowdar Tank’, at Mahad, a town in Kolaba (now Raigad) 

district in Kokan. 

He started a fortnightly in Marathi, ‘Bahishkrit Bharat’ on April 3, 1927, in Mumbai. The periodical 

was published for over a period of two years and its last issue came out on November 15, 1929. 

In September, 1927, Samaj Samata Sangh (Organization for Social Equality) was established with 

Ambedkar as its President. On June 29, 1928 a fortnightly organ called Samata was started under the 

editorship of Devrao Naik. 

The Manusmriti was burnt on December 25, 1927 at Mahad. 

Ambedkar introduced the Bill, proposing the abolition of Mahar Watan in 1928, but failed to get 

passed. 

He preferred joint electorates with reservation of seats for Muslims, Depressed classes and other 

minorities to that of communal electorates. 

On March 2, 1930, Ambedkar launched a Satyagraha for entry of untouchables to the Kala Ram Mandir 

at Nasik. The orthodox Hindus closed the doors of the temple and violently opposed the act of 

untouchables to enter it. The Satyagraha went on for about six years till October 1935. It ended without 

achieving its specific objective. 

While Ambedkar was in London for Round Table Conference his associates, Devrao Naik and 

Kadrekar, started a new fortnightly paper, Janata (people) 

Ambedkar attended all the three RTCs and demanded separate electorates which were given in 

Communal award. But Gandhiji started fast to oppose it. 

On September 24, the agreement was signed. Dr. Ambedkar signed it on behalf of the depressed classes 

and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya on behalf of Hindus. The other signatories were M.R.Jayakar, Tej 

Bahadur Sapru, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, P.N.Rajbhoj, M.C.Rajah etc. This Poona Pact is known as Unity 

Pact in the history of modern India.  

Ambedkar succeeded in getting 148 seats for the untouchables as against the allocation of 78 seats in 

the Award. 

The depressed class Conference was organized at Yeola on October 13, 1935, to review the political 

and social situation in the light of their struggle and the prospect of the reform movement. He said that he 

personally decided to renounce Hindu religion and declared that though he was born in Hindu religion 

which was beyond his power, he would not die a Hindu.  

In 1936 Ambedkar published his undelivered Presidential address to the Jat Pat Todak Mandal of 

Lahore in the form of booklet entitled ‘Annihilation of Caste’. He asserted that “caste system is not 

merely division of labour. It is also a division of labours”. 

Ambedkar formed a new political party called ‘Independent Labour Party’ in 1936. The Party aimed at 

brining about the organization and welfare of the labouring classes.  

In 1940, Ambedkar published his book ‘Thoughts on Pakistan’ to give out his reflections on the 

political problem of India.  

He formed ‘All India Scheduled Castes Federation’ in July 1942. He accepted a position as a Labour 

Member in the Executive Council of the Viceroy.  

In his book ‘What Congress and Gandhiji have done to the untouchables’, published in June 1945, 

Ambedkar refuted Gandhiji’s claim of serving the interests of the untouchables.  

He founded the People’s Education Society and under its auspices he started Siddharth College of Arts 

and Science on June 20, 1946 at Mumbai. 
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At this time Ambedkar published (1946) his book, ‘Who Were the Shudras?’ It is dedicated to 

Mahatma Phule whom he regarded as ‘The Greatest Shudra of Modern India’.  

Ambedkar had been elected from Bengal on the constituent assembly with the support of the Muslim 

League. 

Ambedkar was re-elected to the Constituent Assembly by the Bombay legislature Congress Party, as he 

lost his seat due to the partition of India.  

On August 29, the Constituent Assembly appointed a Drafting Committee consisting of seven members 

with Ambedkar as its Chairman. Ambedkar was also the member of flag committee.  

After completion of his drafting work, Ambedkar felt the need for a companion to look after him and to 

take care of his health, as his first wife, Ramabai, died in 1935. He married Dr. Sharda Kabir on April 15, 

1948. 

Jawaharlal Nehru invited Ambedkar on behest of Gandhiji to join the first cabinet of independent India. 

It appears that Gandhiji was keen to include Ambedkar in the cabinet and use his learning and 

constitutional expertise for consolidation of freedom. Ambedkar agreed to join the cabinet as Minister for 

Law. 

Ambedkar continued as Law Minister till September 1951. He resigned from the cabinet on the issue of 

Hindu Code Bill.  

Ambedkar’s interest in Buddism is evidently increased from his visit to Colombo to attend the Buddhist 

Conference in 1950 and July 1951 he founded the Indian Buddhist Society in Mumbai. In 1954 he went to 

Rangoon to attend the third Buddhist World Conference.  

On October 14, 1956, Dr. Ambedkar and thousands of his followers embraced Buddhism at the 

Deeksha Bhoomi in Nagpur. 

After this event he went to Kathmandu in Nepal to attend the World Buddhist Conference, held in 

November 1956. In less than a month after his return from Nepal, Ambedkar died on December 6, 1956. 

To Phule he regarded as one of his three Gurus (Teachers), Buddha and Kabir being the other two. 

His asked his people to educate, agitate and organize which became the motto of his movement. 

 
14) Vishnubua Brahmachari (1825-1872) 
 

His full name was Vishnu Bhikaji Gokhale. 

Vishnubua started giving talks and lectures opposing the propaganda being made by the Christian 

Missionaries. He denied the criticism being directed at Hinduism and convinced the people of the 

superiority of the Hindu religion. 

Along with social anomalies, he was aware of the cruel injustice being meted out to the lowest of the 

low castes. 

This spiritual yet reformist brahmachari (one who has taken a vow of celibacy) had thoughts somewhat 

similar to the communist philosophy which can be seen in Sukhadayak Rajyaprakarni Nibandh (Essays 

on good governance)  

Vishnubua wrote Bhavarthsindhu, Vedoktadharmprakash, Commentary of Chatursholki Bhagwat, 

Essence of Bodhsagar, Setubandhini Critique and many other books.  

 
15) Vishnushastri Pandit (1827-1876) 
 

Vishnushastri was born in 1827. His original village was Bavdhan in Satara district.  
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In 1864 he worked as the sub editor of the Marathi section of the weekly Induprakash, of Bombay and 

continued his association with it till the end. 

Vishnushastri translated into Marathi, Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar’s book “Vidhva Vivah” (Widow 

Marriage) 

In 1866 Vishnushastri founded the “Punarvivahuttejak Mandal”, a body to promote remarriages.  

After his first wife died in 1874 he married a widow and proved his loyalty to his precepts. He was first 

social reformer in Maharashtra to do widow remarriage.  

His works include Brahmin-kanya Vivah, Purushsukta Vyakhya, Vidhva Vivah, Arya Lokanchay 

Prachin va Arvachin Riti amongst others. 

 
16) Saraswatibai Joshi 
 

Saraswatibai had opened a social organization named ‘Streevicharvati’ in 1871 at Pune. She worked to 

remove caste differentiation through functions like haldi-kunku organized by Streevicharvati. In this 

function woman from all castes participated.  

 
17) Baba Padamnaji (1831-1906) 
 

Baba Padamnaji was born on 1st May, 1831 at Belgaum. 

He had embraced Christianity after getting disillusioned by the wrong customs of the Hindu religion. 

In 1857 he wrote the novel “Yamuna Paryatan”. This was the first social novel in the Marathi language. 

In this novel he depicted the woes of the widows. He also produced Sanskrit-Marathi and English-Marathi 

dictionaries. His autobiography ‘Arunoday’ was published in 1884. 

 
18) Savitribai Phule (1831-1897) 
 

Savitribai was the wife of Mahatma Jyotiba Phule and was born on 3rd January, 1831 at Naigao, Taluka 

Khandala, District Satara. 

She is recognized as the “pioneer of women’s liberation movement in Maharashtra” 

After Mahatma Phule’s death Savitribai took over the affairs of the Satyashodhak Samaj. She was 

president of the Sasvad session of the Samaj in 1893. 

She also composed poems. The collection is called ‘Kavyaphule’.  Bavankashi Subhodh Ratnakar was 

another famous one.  

 
19) R.G.Bhandarkar (1837-1925) 
 

His full name was Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar. He was born on 5th July, 1837 at Malvan.  

He was immense scholar of Sanskrit. For his research the Gatington University in Germany awarded 

him with a doctorate. His subject for research was “Dharma” 

In 1867 he took an active part in establishing the Prarthana Samaj. He drafted the aims, objectives and 

the oath, of Prarthana Samaj. He is therefore known as the Intellectual Founder of Prarthana Samaj.  

He worked very hard for promoting social reforms such as education for woman and the depressed 

classes, preventing child marriages, widow remarriage, law on age of consent, removal of untouchability, 

prohibition, stopping the devdasi custom etc.  
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He had remarried his own widowed daughter and showed that he practiced what he preached. 

Bhandarkar was a member of the Provincial, and Central, Legislative Assemblies. In 1911 he was 

knighted. 

Bhandarkar was a prolific writer. Some of his important works are: Early History of the Deccan, 

Viashnavism, Shaivaism and other Minor Religions, A peep into the early history of India, Collected 

works of R.G.Bhandarkar etc. 

 
20) Pandita Ramabai (1858-1922) 
 

Was born in a Chitpavan Brahmin family on 23rd April, 1858. Her father Anantshastri had taught 

excellent Sanskrit to his children Ramabai and Srinivas. 

After the death of her parents, Ramabai and Srinivas toured through the whole country for six years. At 

last they came to Calcutta. There Ramabai astonished many scholars with her knowledge. The people 

honored him with title ‘Pandita Saraswati’ 

Ramabai had established ‘Arya Mahila Samaj’ at Pune for working towards women’s emancipation. 

In England along with her daughter embraced Christianity. On returning from America Ramabai 

opened Sharada Sadan at Bombay in 1889. 

Thereafter Ramabai founded Muktisadan at Kedgaon, a little distance away from Poona, where a 

separate colony came up. 

During the famine of 1897 Ramabai helped the famine affected women and gave shelter in her 

Institution to the homeless woman.  

She put forward the educational recommendations on behalf of woman in front of Hunter Commission. 

She is called the ‘Jewel of Indian Woman’s’ 

 
21) Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad (1863-1939) 
 

He was born on 17th March, 1863. His original home was in village Kavlane in Nashik district. 

In 1875 Jamnabai, widow of late Khanderoa Gaikwad of Baroda State adopted Gopalrao, son of 

Kashirao Gaikwad of Kalwane and named him Sayajirao. He thus became the Maharaja of Baroda State. 

The coronation ceremony of Sayajirao took place in 1881. He enjoyed a long reign, and used it for the 

benefit of the people. 

The honour of becoming the first state in India to introduce compulsory primary education goes to 

Baroda State. He opened schools for the untouchables and opened many hostels for the benefit of 

students. 

To achieve spread of education he established libraries at the village level and augmented his efforts by 

having mobile libraries. He gave scholarships to many needy and deserving students. This helped social 

reformers like Maharshi Shinde and Dr. Ambedkar.  

In enhancing the law of divorce and implementing it Baroda became the first state in India to do so. 

He had the honor of chairing the National Social Conference of 1904. Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya 

lauded him as India’s last ideal king. 

 
22) Raghunath Dondo Karve (1882-1953) 
 

Son of Maharshi Dhondo Keshav Karve and was born at Murud village on 14th Jan, 1882. 
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In India he pioneered the ideas of family planning and sexual education and worked towards this end. 

He ran a Family Planning Clinic from 1921 in Mumbai 

In his view, the overall aim of family planning is social health and it depends upon healthy sexual 

relationship between men and woman. For generating awareness amongst the people on this issue he 

brought out a magazine “Samajswasthya”. 
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Questions on Social Reformers 
1)Dadoba Pandurang founded the ___________ 

   a) Satya Shodak Samaj b) Arya Samaj c) Paramhansa Sabha d) Depressed Classes Mission 

2) The signatories to the Poona Pack included 
    a) Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar     b) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar and Jawaharlal Nehru 

    c) Jawaharlal Nehru and Lord Irwin         d) Lord Irwin and Mahatma Gandhi 

3) Depressed Classes Mission was founded by ________ 

    a) Mahadeo Govind Ranade  b) Mahatma Phule c) Vitthal Ramji Shinde  d) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 

4) ‘Shuddhi Movement’ in Maharashtra was first started by______ 

    a) Bhau Mahajan b) Baba Padamji c) Balshastri Jambhekar  d) Dadoba Pandurang 

5) “Satyartha Prakash” was written by_______ 
     a) Raja Rammohan Roy    b) Lokmanya Tilak                                                                                                                                            

    c) Swami Dayananda Saraswati   d) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar 

6) “Sharda Sadan Sanstha” was established by 
     a) Dhondo Keshav Karve    b) Pandita Ramabai 

     c) Vitthal Ramji Shinde    d) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar 

7) Who had written a novel ‘Yamuna Paryatan’ to reflect the agonies of the widows? 

    a) Baba Padamnji  b) Maharshi Karve c) Maharshi Shinde  d) Mahatma Phule 

8) Which of the following pairs is correctly matched? 

    a) Bhau Mahajan – Dnyanodaya   b) Vishnushastri Pandit – Induprakash 

    c) American Missionaires – Din Bandhu  d) Bhalekar – Prabhakar 

9) Who started a Newspaper called “Sudharak”? 

    a) Gopal Hari Deshmukh  b) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar c) Lokmanya Tilak  d) Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh 

10) “Education through Self-help” is the motto of ______Sanstha 
    a) Hingane Stree Shikshan Sanstha   b) Rayat Shikshan Sanstha 

    c) Swami Vivekananda Shikshan Sanstha  d) Shivaji Shikshan Sanstha 

11) Title “RAJARSHI” was conferred upon Ch. Shahu Maharaj by________ 

    a) British Government    b) People of Kolhapur State 
    c) Kurmi Kshatriya conference of Kanpur  d) Shankaracharya 

12) A Marathi Weekly_______was started in 1877 to spread the ideology of Satyashodhak Samaj 

     a) Din Mitra  b) Indu Prakash  c) Dnyan Prakash  d) Din Bandhu 

13) ‘Poona Pact’ was signed between Dr. Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhiji on_________ 

     a) 9th August 1942 b) 24th September 1932 c) 26th January 1930  d) 1st October 1935 

14) The motivation behind Dr. Ambedkar’s thought was_________ 

     a) Love towards downtrodden    b) Humanism c) Social Democracy d) Truth and Ahimsa 

15) Which of the following pairs match correctly? 

    a) Swami Vivekananda – Temple Entry  b) Raja Ram Mohan Roy – Equality of Sexes 

    c) Babasaheb Ambedkar – Harijan Sevak Sangh d) Mahatma Gandhi – Constitution of India 

16) ‘Gurukul’ was founded by 

    a) Lala Hansraj       b) Lala Lajpatrai c) Swami Dayananda Saraswati d) Swami Shradhanand 

17) What is the name of the autobiography of Maharshi Dhondo Keshav Karve? 
    a) Atmakatha  b) Atmavruta c) Eaka Panachi Kahani d) Jivan Charitra 

18) Which of the following pairs is incorrectly matched 

     a) Mahatma Jotiba Phule  - Satya Shodhak Samaj 

     b) Dadoba Pandurang   - Manav Dharma 
     c) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar  -  Scheduled Castes Federation 
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     d) Maharshi Vithal Shinde  - Harijan Sevak 

19) Construction of Dams for Irrigation, Modernization of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Introduction of 

Horticulture and Conservation of Forests ---- this modern concepts were first visualized by 

     a) Justice M.G.Ranade    b) Mahatma Jotirao Phule  

     c) Maharaja Sayajirao Gayakwad  d) Lokmanya Tilak 

20) Even social reformists like Justice M.G.Ranade and Dr. Bhandarkar failed to appreciate his 

revolutionary social reforming thoughts. Who was he? 

     a) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar b) Lokmanya Tilak c) Lokhitwadi d) Vishnushastri Chiplunkar 

21) Who said “Social and Economic democracy are the tissues and fibre of a Political Democracy”? 

     a) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru b) Bal Gangadhar Tilak c) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

22) “I shall speak apt and do just only” Who said this? 

      a) Lokmanya Tilak b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale c) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar d) Justice M.G.Ranade 

23) Who founded the Paramhansa Sabha in 1850 AD? 

     a) Justice M.G.Ranade b) Gopal Hari Deshmukh c) Dadoba Pandurang d) Vithal Ramji Shinde 

24) When did Mahatma Phule start his first school for untouchables? 
     a) 1854 AD  b) 1844 AD  c) 1864 AD  d) 1874 AD 

25) Mark out the irrelevant pair 

     a) Justice M.G.Ranade – Prarthana Samaj       b) Lokhitwadi – Shatpatre 
     c) Vishnubuwa Brahmachari -  Theosophical Society  d) V. B. Phadke – Armed Revolutionary 

26) A branch of Theosophical Society in Bombay was started in the year of _________ 

     a) 1879 AD  b) 1897 AD  c) 1914 AD  d) 1905 AD 

27) Who is known as the Panini of Marathi Grammar? 
     a) Dadoba Pandurang b) Atmaram Pandurang c) Balwant Pandurang d) Vishnushastri Puranik 

28) The founder of modern Marathi language is __________ 

     a) P.K.Atre b) Gopal Hari Deshmukh c) Shivrampant Paranjape d) Vishnushastri Chiplunkar 

29) Which pair of the following, is incorrect? 

     a) Sudharak – G.G.Agarkar  b) Satsar – Jyotiba Phule 

     c) Rast Goftar – Dadabhai Naorojee d) Darpan – Gopal Hari Deshmukh 

30) The first popular novelist of Maharashtra was______ 
      a) Hari Narayan Apte  b) Sane Gurujee c) V.S.Khandekar  d) Nath Madhav 

31) Markout the in-correct one 

     a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak – Gitarahasya  b) Mahatma Gandhi – Sudharak 
     c) B.R.Ambedkar – who were shudras?  d) Jyotiba Phule – Hunter of the farmer 

32) The author of ‘Brahmani Kasab’ is ___________ 

      a) Vishnushastri Chiplunkar    b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale  
      c) Dr.R.G.Bhandarkar    d) Mahatma Jyotiba Phule 

33) In order to liberate majority people from the exploitation of the higher castes, Phule established _____ 

      a) Satyashodhak Samaj b) Aryasamaj  c) Brahmo Samaj d) Depressed Classes Mission 

34) Who organized the barbers in Pune to abolish the tradition of widow’s head-shaving. 
      a) Lokmanya Tilak b) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar c) Savitribai Phule d) Mahatma Phule 

35) Who wrote the famous book ‘Gulamgiri’? 

      a) Mahatma Phule b) Vishnushastri Chiplunkar  c) G.G.Agarkar  d) G.K.Ghokhale 

36) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar fought for _____thoughout his life 

      a) Political freedom b) Economic Liberty  c) Equality d) Humanity 

37) Who encouraged wrestling, and therefore, nicknamed as the ‘King of wrestlers’ 
      a) Shahu Maharaj b) Shivaji Maharaj c) Sambhaji Maharaj d) Rajaram Maharaj 

38) Which university was established by Maharshi Dhondo Keshav Karve? 

      a) Pune University b) S.N.D.T.  c) Benares University d) Shivaji Vidyapeeth 
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39) Which particular event in the life of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj sparked off Non-Brahmin movement in 

Maharashtra? 
      a) Abolition of Mahar Vatan   b) Abolition of Kulkarni Vatan 

      c) reservation for backward castes  d) Vedokta controversy 

40) What was the name of the fortnightly which was successfully edited by Dr. B.R.Ambedkar? 
      a) Sadhana  b) Prabhakar  c) Bahishkrit Bharat d) Bhartiya Asprashyata 

41) When Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj died? 

      a) 1 May 1923 b) 6 May 1922  c) 6 May 1924  d) 8 May 1924 

42) Who was the author of the book in Marathi, our one hundred one days in the prison Dongri? 

      a) Mahatma Phule b) Dr.B.R.Ambedkar c) Gopal Krishna Gokhale d) G.G.Agarkar 

43) Which was that city where Dr. Ambedkar took ‘Diksha’ of Buddhism? 

     a) Nasik  b) Mahad  c) Nagpur  d) Pune 

44) Which of the following villege is connected with the life of Gopal Ganesh Agarkar? 

     a) Tembhu  b) Kotluk  c) Shervali  d) Mahu  


